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2021 AP Government Summer Assignment 

Welcome Politicos! 

AP U.S Government and politics provides a college-level, nonpartisan 

introduction to key political concepts, ideas, institutions, policies, interactions, 

roles and behaviors that characterize the constitutional system and political 

culture of the United States.   

Students enrolled in AP United States Government and Politics will complete 

the questions below. Time management, resourcefulness, and self-motivation 

are essential for the success of the summer assignment.   The assignment should be submitted by 

Friday, September 2, 2021.  

The purpose of the assignment is twofold:  

 • Introduces students to a theme(s) of United States government and politics.  

 • Gives students the opportunity to demonstrate their knowledge and understanding on a topic of their 

choice found on the AP exam.     

Statement on equity and access: 

College board and this instructor strongly encourages that equitable access to this class 

should be a guiding principle by giving all willing and academically prepared students the 

opportunity to participate.  We strongly encourage the elimination of barriers that restrict 

access to AP for students from ethnic, racial, and socioeconomic groups that have been 

traditionally underserved.  

Now Here is the summer assignment… 

The first Big idea of this course: “A balance between governmental power and individual rights 

has been a hallmark of American political development.” 

The United States Government is based on ideas of Limited government, natural rights, popular 

sovereignty, republicanism and social contract. What do these mean in real talk? We need to have a firm 

understanding of these ideas -abstract as they are!   

Part 1:  In your own words please describe the following ideals.  (we will have quiz the first week on  

the following terms): 

Limited government: 

Natural Rights: 

Popular Sovereignty: 

Republicanism: 

Social Contract: 
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Part 2 

“Not everyone agrees about how POWER and INFLUENCE are distributed in American Democracy. 

Some theorists believe that political participation drives our system, others think that groups have the 

most influence, and some believe that power is held by the elite. (page 13 in textbook) 

3 Theories of Democracy: 

a. What is the theory of Participatory democracy? 

b. What are civil society groups? 

c. What is the theory of Pluralist democracy? 

d. What is the theory of Elite democracy? 

e. From what you currently know about The United States, what theory do you believe in?  

WHY?  

 

Part 3 

1.  Now, there are 9 foundational documents that we need to deeply understand. The first is 

Declaration of Independence drafted by Thomas Jefferson with help from Adams and Franklin.  

This document provides a foundation for popular sovereignty and natural rights. 

2. DEFINE CONSTITUTIONAL REPUBLIC in your own words: 

Locate a copy of the declaration. Should be easy to do online.  
https://www.constitutionfacts.com/content/declaration/files/Declaration_ReadTheDeclaration.pdf 

3. Summarize the first 2 parts of Declaration IN YOUR OWN WORDS: 

The PREAMBLE- 

The statement of HUMAN RIGHTS- 

4. Describe how the Preamble of the constitution illustrates the concept of 

natural rights: 

5. Explain one way in which the national government’s role in establishing 

order creates tension with its role in protecting fundamental rights. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.constitutionfacts.com/content/declaration/files/Declaration_ReadTheDeclaration.pdf
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Part 4 FREE RESPONSE QUESTION 

In 2014, a deadly strain of Ebola virus killed a large number of people in West 

Africa, mainly in countries of Sierra Leone, Liberia, and Guinea. Many American 

doctors and nurses traveled to those countries to assist the victims of that virus. 

Shortly afterwards, some governors in the United States issued orders that 

anyone who visited those three countries must be quarantined in their homes for 

21 days on returning to the United States. Then governor of Maine, Paul Lepage, 

justified his quarantine order by saying, “ While we certainly respect the rights of 

one individual, we must be vigilant in protecting 1.3 million Mainers, as well as 

anyone who visits our great state.” In response, American nurse Kaci Hickox 

refused to follow that quarantine order, saying, “So many states have started 

enacting these policies that I think are just completely NOT evidence based. They 

don’t do a good job of balancing the risks and benefits when thinking about taking 

away an individual’s rights.” 

Answer the following: 

a. Describe natural rights philosophy 

b. Describe one way in which the scenario relates to the concept of natural 

rights: 

c. Explain one way in which the quarantine illustrates the government’s role 

of balancing individual liberty with social order. 

 

Part 5. Current EVENT News ARTICLEs that relate to the Constitution 

Find a news article from a reputable source.  Summarize the article.  How does it connect to Articles 1-

7 in the constitution?  What clauses (text) does it relate to?  Why did you choose the news article?    

•  Now, find a second current event article and connect to the FIRST amendment.   The first 

amendment states: “Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or 

prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right 

of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.” 

How does your news article connect or relate to the first amendment?  Why did you choose the news 

article?  Be prepared to present a summary of your news article and how it connects to the first 

amendment to the class in early September.  
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 • Your articles should be from reputable sources.   

 

 

Good luck! You may write out your answers or type on a word document. 

 If you have any questions please email jtwomey@newbedfordschools.org 
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